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Part I: 
Who am I / Introducing 

Archaeology in Santa Cruz County



About Me…

• PhD from Binghamton University 
-Research on Trincheras tradition pottery from 
northern Sonora

-My current Research: The Archaeology of Santa 
Cruz County & community-engagement

• Since 2022, professor at Pima Community College
• 2026 President of the Arizona Archaeological 

Council

• Born in Minnesota, but have conducted 
archaeological research across the SW U.S.               
& northern Mexico

-Currently based in Nogales, Arizona





• Well-established Precolonial tradition w/ regional variants 
-Phoenix Basin chronology first established from Snaketown
-Tucson Basin chronology first established from Hodges Ruin

The Hohokam / Ancestral O’odham

• Pioneer Period (~475-750 CE)
-Emergence from widespread ‘Early Ceramic’ horizon
-Start of canals for irrigation

• Colonial Period (750-950 CE)
-Construction of ballcourts

• Sedentary Period (950-1150 CE)
-Transition to platform mounds

• Classic Period (1150-1450 CE)
-Population aggregation
-New cultural patterns



• Most recognized cultural attributes: 
-Specular purple-painted pottery 
-Production of early polychromes (by 850 CE)
-Procurement of coastal shell for jewelry 

The Trincheras Tradition
• Precolonial tradition in northern Sonora

-“Heartland” centered around Altar & 
Magdalena Valleys 

Cerro de Trincheras (SON F:10:02)

• Diagnostic material culture from ~450-1450 CE
-850-1050 CE, period of most intensive 
trade with Hohokam



What is “Trincheras”?
• Term has been applied in different ways 

• Trincheras Tradition = Precolonial culture defined                                      
by unified material culture. 

-Primarily centered in northern Sonora, Mexico 
-”Trincheras pottery” associated with the Trincheras tradition 

-This is how I use the term in this presentation

• Trincheras sites = Used for precolonial hilltop                                               
settlements w/ stone terraced hills 

-Found throughout AZ, NM, SON, & CHIH
-Span from EAP to Protohistoric
-Cerro Juanaqueña (Chihuahua)                                                                                
or Tumamoc Hill (Southern AZ) 

-Not associated with the Trincheras tradition

Trincheras tradition pottery 

Cerro Juanaqueña



• Unlike elsewhere in Arizona (even Nogales/Rio Rico), 
very little formal archaeological work in Patagonia 
& Sonoita

-1914: Smithsonian collected cremation 
vessels from Patagonia

-AZ EE:06:11 (Seibold Ranch Site)

Archaeology in Patagonia/Sonoita

• 1949: Earl Swanson conducted first major 
survey of Sonoita Creek & Empire Valley 

-Many sites never formally revisited &/or lost

• 1982/83: Sharon Urban’s “Nogales Survey”
-Documented several sites in Patagonia

• Majority of new research is connected to 
Patagonia Lake State Park

-+Some projects on Forest Service Land



• Since 1960s, archaeologists have considered Santa Cruz 
County as a “contact zone” for Trincheras & Hohokam

-Region’s inhabitants mixed traits from both cultures

A Contact Zone?

• Within the county, there is considerable regional variability
-Different climate, different trade networks, different local 
practices, people, etc. 

-i.e. the archaeology in Patagonia differs from Nogales

• New research (Claypatch et al. 2026) emphasizes the 
region as a “third space”

-’Third Spaces’ = places of liminality, in constant  
negation/rejection/acceptance of external influences

-Local precolonial residents adopted some   
Hohokam/Trincheras cultural practices, but retained strong  
individual identity



Questions/Comments
Preguntas/Comentarios



Part II: 
Culture History of Patagonia & 

Sonoita



• South of Tucson, limited knowledge of earliest inhabitants 
-Very few formal excavation have targeted Paleo, Archaic, or 
Early Agricultural deposits

-Much of early history is inferred from neighboring regions 
-Several diagnostic projectile points on display in Nogales & 
Patagonia

The Earliest Occupations

• Swanson (1951) recorded numerous “Non-Pottery” sites
-Some may be Archaic, but many lack diagnostic tools

Empire and San Pedro Points (The 

Patagonia Museum)

• Empire Point
-Distinctive projectile Point first identified in Empire Valley
-Dates to ~1200 to 500 BCE 

• AZ EE:05:50 (NW of Patagonia Lake)
-Evidence of reoccurring usage, but two  
diagnostic Cortaro Points (2000 to 300 BCE))

Two probable Cortaro fragments from AZ EE:05:50



• Two closely related sites northwest of Patagonia Lake
-Recorded in 2010 by National Park Service 
-Suggests reoccurring landscape usage 
-Limited diagnostic artifacts highlights challenges                            
with temporal placement 

AZ EE:05:50 & AZ EE:05:51

• AZ EE:05:50
-Expansive artifact concentration w/ severe 
impact from cattle grazing 

-2 Diagnostic Cortaro Points (Late Archaic)
-High frequency of plain ware jar fragments
-1 decorated sherd (possible Trincheras?)

-~800 to 1100 CE?
• AZ EE:05:51

-Small rock shelter w/ evidence of stone tool production
-Mano suggest possible plant processing



• Located on small terrace overlooking Sonoita Creek
-Initially recorded by Swanson (1949)

AZ EE:06:07

• Low quantities of pottery, but decorated 
ceramics suggest early occupation

-Dos Cabezas Red-on-Brown (~600-800 CE)

• Importantly, early pottery does not appear to 
belong to the Hohokam or Trincheras tradition, 
but the San Simon of Southeastern Arizona

-Suggests early population demographics may have 
shifted in subsequent centuries

-Perspectives may also be biased by Swanson (who 
was interested in connecting the region to work in 
Cochise County).

-A reanalysis of this pottery would be helpful! Dos Cabezas Red-on-brown 

bowl fragment



• Across Santa Cruz County, evidence of increasing trade w/ 
Trincheras & Hohokam 

-In Nogales & Rio Rico, evidence for migration into area
-Presence of migrants is less clear in Patagonia & Sonoita 

-Fewer documented trade items

The Middle Formative (800-1150 CE)

• Locals borrowed outside practices
-Locally produced pottery
-Funerary practices that mix Trincheras                           
(inhumation) & Hohokam (cremation)

• Within Patagonia, presence of 
intrusive undecorated ceramics 
from near Arivaca 

-Distinctive lithic & shale temper
-Suggests trade routs independent                     
from Santa Cruz

Local decorated bowl from near O.Z. Ranch



• Site originally recorded by Swanson (1949)
-Located on terrace over Sonoita Creek                                                   
(near modern cemetery) 

-Initially interpreted as a “Late, Phase II” site
-Reanalysis suggests occupation from 950 to 1150 CE

Screaming Eagle (AZ EE:05:01)

• Screaming Eagle contained numerous pottery 
fragments & stone tools over ~200 sq. ft. 

-Possibly a temporary camp
-Some decorated ceramics associated w/ 
Trincheras and Tucson Basin Hohokam

• Site was officially lost during expansion of 
Nogales-Patagonia Highway

-Artifacts from Screaming Eagle on display at 
Patagonia Museum (loaned from PAHS)



• Located w/in boundary of Patagonia Lake State Park
-Small-scale excavation in 1981 by ASM

• Probable occupation ~950 to 1150 CE

AZ EE:09:91 

• Evidence suggests it was a habitation site, but 
size/scale is unclear

-Thermal Feature w/ various stone tools
-Consumption of various animals                                                    
… including possible bison

-Very rare in Southern Arizona!

• 195 pottery fragments recovered
-Decorated ceramics from Tucson 
Hohokam provide temporal placement

-Most assigned to Rincon Red-on-brown
-1 Sherd = Rio Rico Polychrome 



• Located on Forest Service Land & Recorded by 
Urban 1982

-SW of Patagonia in Redrock Canyon

AZ EE:06:30 (Kindle Glyphs)

• Two prominent exposures w/ petroglyphs 
-Two panels face one another
-Rock art was heavily vandalized before initial 
recording

-Recent pecked initials
-Nearby is natural water seep
-Anthropomorphic figures have some                
similarities to rock art near Rio Rico

• Designs loosely conform to Hohokam 
aesthetics, but difficult to temporally place

-No associated artifacts Petroglyph drawings by Urban (1982)



• Period of dramatic changes throughout Hohokam                        
world & across the Southwest/Northwest

-Migrations & population aggregation
-Introduction of new trade networks
-By 1300, new migrants from northern Arizona brought 
entirely new religions, pottery (Salado), & lifeways

The Classic Period (1150-1450 CE)

• Within Santa Cruz County, large population centers, 
like Paloparado, appear

-Tanque Verde Red-on-brown (Tucson Basin 
Hohokam), becomes a major trade item into the area

• Trincheras pottery is not found in Southern 
Arizona during the Classic Period (despite 
being produced in Sonora until ~1320)

Tanque Verde Red-on-brown from Paloparado



• “Patagonia School” site located on a terrace 
overlooking Sonoita Creek

• Initially recorded in 1950s after looting                       
was recorded

-Intensive evidence of occupation, including 
habitation structures, burials, and cremations

-Primary occupation during Classic Period
-Tanque Verde Red-on-brown

AZ EE:06:19 

• Site revisited in 1970s after burials were 
discovered during addition to the school

• ASM & National Forest Service believe this site 
is eligible for National Historic Registry



• Recorded by Swanson (1949)

AZ EE:06:18 (Kolbe Cave)
• Large limestone cave w/ intensive evidence of 

occupation 
-Inhumations & preserved food (corncobs & 
walnut shells)
-Probable occupation during the “Classic Period” 
but perhaps also occupied earlier

-Tanque Verde Red-on-brown

• Site had already been extensively 
looted before 1949

-At that time, Patagonia resident, 
Paul Showalter, had sever artifacts 

-Looted artifacts included a “black 
bowl” w/ a cache of shell beads



Still Much to Know….
• While we have a general understanding of chronology, etc. in Patagonia 

& Sonoita, there is still so much we don’t know!
• As professional archaeologists have documented few sites, I am 

interested in learning more from you!!
-Do you know the location of sites in the area? 
-Are some sites located on your property, etc.?

My goal is to provide a much-needed 
synthesis for both academics & the 
local community



Questions/Comments
Preguntas/Comentarios



Part III: 
The Role of the Arizona 

Archaeological Council & Other 
Organizations 



The Arizona Archaeological Council (AAC) is a non-profit voluntary association that promotes the 

goals of professional archaeology in Arizona. Dedicated to preserving cultural resources through 

education and advocacy, the Council embraces a diverse membership drawing from 

avocationalists, academics, private business, local communities, and federal, state, and tribal 

agencies. 

Arizona Archaeological Council

• What the AAC DOES?
-Mentorship Programs
-Helping Students Transition to Job Field
-Research Grants
-Annual Fall Conference
-Journal of Arizona Archaeology
-Job Boards & Public Events

If you’re interested in becoming a member, visit:

https://arizonaarchaeologicalcouncil.org/

https://arizonaarchaeologicalcouncil.org/


This October, the conference will be held                                                                             
for the first time in Nogales, AZ

(Friday, October 2nd) 

2026 Fall Conference

-Conference is free and open to the public!
-Theme: “Frontiers and Exchange” 

-Guest speakers from across Arizona & Northern MEX

-Registration for researchers is open!
Registration to attend will be out in a few months



• Archaeology Southwest
-Based in Tucson, AZ w/ focus on public outreach 
-Archaeology Southwest magazine is                                    
informative and accessible to public

-Regular talks given in person and via Zoom

Local Archaeology Beyond AAC

• Old Pueblo Archaeology Center
-Based in Tucson, AZ w/ focus on educating children                               
and adults about archaeology 

-Various tours and educational programs
-Talks with professional archaeologists (see YouTube)

• Amerind Museum
-Based in Dragoon, AZ w/ focus on wider community 
engagement & professional development

-Highly respected archaeology publications 
-Regular speaker series (see YouTube)



• Archaeological sites are everywhere in southern Arizona, but 
vandalism and looting remains an ongoing problem

• Across the United States, there are numerous laws                                              
which protect archaeological sites and artifacts

-Particularly so on State and Federal lands

The fight to preserve the past

• Looting is not only a crime, but it deprives future                               
people from also appreciating the past

-The past is a precious, non-renewable, resource!

• PRO TIP: If you stumble upon a 
site/find artifacts, feel free to take 
pictures, etc. but don’t remove 
objects from where they were found.

For more info, check out the savehistory.org flyer on the table!



• Preserving archaeological sites requires teamwork!
-Archaeologists and/or police aren’t just stationed at sites…

How Can You Get Involved…

• Research shows that informed communities 
also retain deeper care for the spaces that 
they occupy

-Why destroy spaces that you know & love?!?

• Arizona Site Steward Program
-Volunteers partner w/ Forest Service, 
State Lands, BLM, etc. to be trained on 
how to protect archaeological sites and 
report destruction/vandalism
-Visit azsitesteward.org 



Questions/Comments
Preguntas/Comentarios

Feel free to email me: 
hclaypatch@pima.edu or

aacpresident@azarchaeology.org

mailto:hclaypatch@pima.edu
mailto:aacpresident@azarchaeology.org
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